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pE%\ITRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

11 September 1968

'rends in the Vietnam Problem

‘ﬁilitary Developments

}. After a relatively slow week, the pace of Communist military
activity in South Vietnam is again picking up, especially in III Corps.
Bad weather in the northern provinces and allied spoiling operations
have hampered enemy activity elsewhere, but most Communist main force
units still seem intent on further offensive activity. Major elements
are preparing for combat south of the Demilitarized Zone and near the
major cities of coastal I Corps. Up to three enemy regiments ¢ tinue
to pose a threat to Duc Lap and the provincial capital of Ban(Me/Thuot
in Southwestern II Corps. There appears to be no imminent threat to
Saigon, even though small~scale probes and renewed shellings could
come at any time. Terrorism in the capital has been stepped up
sharply, as well as in some rural areas of the country.

The Political Picture

2. The Paris talks took a potentially significant turn during
the past week with the initiation of secret discussions between the
top primcipals of the two sides. Le Duc Tho's initial presentation
last Saturday offered no grounds for optimism that the Communists
are prepared to compromise their stand on the bombing issue. Instead,
Tho seemed determined in this new environment to convince the US that
the war can only be concluded if the US makes concessions.

3. The North Vietnamese agreement to hold such talks regularly
and the general scenario for them outlined by Tho and Xuan Thuy, how-
ever, suggest the Communists may be moving toward more frank and wide-
ranging exchanges than have occurred to date. Tho's statement that
"tens of thousands" of Vietnamese who went North after 1954 have re-
turned to fight in South Vietnam is a much more explicit admission on
this issue than anything Hanoi has said before. His statement that he
will first spell out Communist views and that the US should then present
its ideas for a ''general s¢ttlement" at least suggests a readiness to
begin grappling with thorny political issues even before a bombing
cessation. A few more sessions will be required, however, before it is
apparent whether the Communists are ready to tip their hand a bit or
whether they are simply planning to sit out the talks uwntil after the
elections.
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CENTRAL INRTELLIGERCE AGENCY
22 October 1968
Trends in the Vietnam Problem

Military Developments

1. The pace of ground fighting in South Vietnam con-
tinued to slacken this week. Additional main force eneny
units werc spotted moving into base areps and border sanc-
tuaries to rest and refit., Communist loczl and guerxilla
units maintained limited pressure on nllied forces with
scattered shellings, interdictioms of supply routes, and
nther small-scale harassments. Allied combat deaths for
the week ending 18 October, however, were the lowest in
mere than a year.

2. There are no sure indications of enemy preparations
for another large-scnle, coordinated offensive, but there
are severrl signs of more limited offensive activity
vlanued for the near future. One high threat area is
western Plediku Province, where elements of an NVA regiment
are converging on two remote Special Forces camp. Another
is northern III Corps, where the headquarterss of the North
Vietnamese 1st Division recently mnde an unprecedented move ’
from the highlands of XII Corps. | |  25X1
sugpest a renewal of fighting is planned for II1 Corps In the
first half of November, and a sipilar time frame for new of-
fensive activity is supggested by some intelligence reports
from the cosstzl areas of the nerthern provinces,
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
16 October 1968

Trends in the Vietnam Problem

Military Developments

1. The Communists' so~called third cffensive
has ended. Both large-unit and, to a lesser degree,
guerrilla actions have tapered off as the ground
fighting has settled into a new lull., Over 40
percent of Communist main force units are now reast-
ing and rebuilding in base areas, border sanctuaries,
and out-of-country havens.

2. There are a number of indications, however,
that 2 new round of Communist military activity may -
be scheduled to take place in a few weeks. A grow-
ing number of reports mention a "fourth offensive” N
- cr the "winter-spring campaign.” Although the re-
ports are by no means uniform, moast suggest that the
enemy intends to open a new offenasive phase in late
October or early November to coincide with the US
elections. According to most sources this upcoming
round will consist of light attacks or feints against
major cities, combined with a vigorous campaign of
terror, sabotage, and hit-and-run guerrilla ralds in
the countryside.
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CENTRA], INTELLIGENCE AGEXNCY
9 Ogtober 1968

Trends in the Vietnam Problem

Militory Dovelopments

1. Copnurist forces avoided signifiemnt ~onfrct this werk and 25

continued to sove some regimental level uniis swiy from forward couw-

bat rones. In the eastern and central DRV, |
| |pezvy artillery was being withdrpwn northwerd, Fﬁ?fﬁ%?‘J

Toutlh =ome enemy units in coastal OQuang Ham dismengaged westward, In
the Ssigon zves elements of twe of the three mainlipe Communist
divisions in I1X Corps shiifted nmorthward lo positions nlong the
Coxmbodian border,

2, In zll cases, the pull-back is limited. Ffufficient main
force unilis remsin in some primary combat asreas to resume operstions
witk littls worning. The current withdrawsls suppear to bhe nimed, as
they were last summer, &t affording Communist unitsz an opportunity to
repgroup and refit. In fact, two units which were withdrawn into
Cambodiz in Reptember bave uow returned to South Vietsan and have
positioned themselves near the Duc Lep Special Forces Cemp.

Tre Politicel Piciure

P

%. Whether the epnemy's wmilitary actions had apy political

gignificance is not zpparent. Hapnol's negotiators in Paris appeared 25X
to adopt » cautious sttitude this week, perhaps in connecticn with 25X
new :nsiructions from Hasnei,

4. There has heen speculatiop that the North Vietnsmese actions
sere intended to help create a climate conducive to American roncessions
on the bombing issue. The North Vietnamese reportedly hoped that the
US stand would soften scon. Heanwhile, the enemy's public statements
ahow no give in Hanoi's own stand, Xuan Thuy's forecl presentation at
the official session on ¥Wednesday constituted a routine denusciation
nf US "delaying tectics” in Paris, He closed with an appeal to Presi-
dent Johnson to open the door to a just settlement.
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
2 October 196&
Trends in the Vietnam Problem

Military Developments

1. Commurnist military activity this week continued to emphasize
cconomy-of-force tactics against allied targets of secondery importence.

typical of the tactirs which have charscteri-ed the current offensive
round since its inception in mid-August. FElements of three North

Vietnamese regiments attacked the allied base hoping to force large~

gea;e 2llied troop deployments awsy from the najor Communist chjective,
2 Nang,

2. Allied spolling operations, coupled with the gseriously dis-
ruptive effects of recent tropical storms, have probably at least
played a part in a major shift ef enemy forces now underway in the
far northern provinces. In the DMZ area, some elements of the North
Vietnamese 320th Division have withdrawn to sanctuaries north of the 3
buffer zone. In Military Region Tri~Thien~-Hue, eloments of at lggsf

Y

four North Vietnamese regiments 25
[ ]have retired to safe hakenz‘Iﬁ‘?Ee Lac panhandle, ‘

The Political Picture

3. There has been a 1ull in the private meetings in Paris sfter
some three weeks of intensive dialogue. At the lasmt meeting or the
20th, Le Duc Tho interpreted the US request that Banoli sgree tc the
eventual inclusion of Saigen in the talks zs a demand for reciprocity
and refused to discuss the issue. The Vietnamese delegation took the
same lire at the tea break on the 25th and said they had no interest
in further private contacts until one side or the other had something
new to offer. They said they were not willing to discuss Beipgon's
participation bhefore n complete bombing halt, but left their post~
bembing position anbiguous.

4. The Vietnamese also rejected Vice President Bumphrey's 30
September statement on the bombing as another demand for reciproeity,
At the public ¥ednesday session, Xuan Thuy implied that the Vice
President's position was even karder than President Johnson's becnuse
it threatened to resume the bombing if Hanoi did not respect the DM7,

- i
RO, 4

|  25X1
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CFYNTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
25 September 1968
Trends in the Vietasm Problem

Militsry Developments -

1. The Communists continued their attempt to keep up military
pressure this week with a series of relatively small-scale actions.
The main effort involvad a well-coordinated series of mortar and rocket
attacks against major allied targets in I amd II Corps. Meanwhile,
allied spoiling operations continued to undercut the ability of the
large enemy units to mass for grownd attacks. Disruption of the
enemy logisiic apparatus was alse especially successful this week,
with large caches uncovered by allied units in the DMZ area and
northwest of Saigon.

2. In the two northern coastal provinces, the enemy has appar-
ently been hurt so badly by supply shortages and allied counteropera-
tions that he has pulled back several of his units to the Laotian
border sector probably for resupply and refitting. The action sub-
stantially degrades his capacity to lsuneh large operations in the
coastal areas of these provinces for the time being.

The Political Picture

3. After some weeks of inaetion, the private exchanges in Paris
seem to be moving again. As of 20 September, the dialogue over a
boubing halt seemed to have narrowed down to two conditions recuired
of the North Vietnamese: reciprocity in the DMZ and the admission of
the GVN to the post-bombing talks., Hanoi still appears determined to
reject any US conditions, however. It may believe that the current
Communist military pressure in the South, although far less effective
than desired, will bring about a softening of the US position at
Paris, especially if further antiwar pressure in the US develops
prior to the presidential elections.

4. They apparently hope, moreover, to produce additional for-
eign pressures on Washington in the coming weeks. This now seems to
have been the primary purpose of the recent North Vietnamese mission
to Oslo. Although reportingz on the talks there i not yet complete,
it does not appear that the North Vietnamese promised anything
tangible in the way of a2 deal on a bombing halt beyond their past
vague offers of serious discussions during the post-bombing period.
Their presentation seems to have been a standard propagandistic de-
fense on the "reasonableness" of their stand at Paris.
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25X1

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
18 Septembey 1968
Trends in the vifinam Problenm

Military Developments

1. ©Communist military activity regained wmomentum this week,
especially in Scuth Vietnam's I and IIX Corps. The focus of enemy
efforts has been mainly on the more remete sllied positions and
installsations, rather than urban centers, however,

2. Elements of at least two North Vietnamege divisions just

south of the Demilitarired Zone Yaunched a series of strong attacks

on US positions this week. Heavy fighting anlso erupted in cosstsl

I Corps, but large enemy losses in the initial encounters may limit

the Communist potential for immediate follow-on zction. The Commu-

nists also kept up their pace in the provinces north and northwest

of Saigon in an atteompt to draw allied units sway from the capital

area. | | 25

|except for a rise Ir ferrorist

activity, the capital has remainped relatively unscathed so far in
this offensive round.

-
N4

v'§

The Political Picture

7. Le Duc Thoe expressed "great interest™ in Harriman's pres-
entation of US propesals for mutual troop withdrawals and de-
escalation in the Demilitarized ¥one at the 15 September private
session in Paris. He refused to be drawn out on the specifics of
this or sny other issue prior to a full bowbing halt, however.
Thus, the Rorth Vietpamese are standing pat on rejecting the con-
cept of reciprocity for a bombing halt and their behavior so far
suggests they are unlikely to give any ground on this issue in
the near Ffuture.

4. Communist politicrl tacties are still designed to encourage
2 unilateral US move on the bombing issue. Tho's new proposal that
talks on an agenda should begin the day after a bombing halt and
his repested assurances that post-bombing discussions would prove
to be "positive"” and "serious” are the kind of verbal enticements
the Communiste have used before to encourage 2 halt without bind~
ing Henoi to specific measures of military restraint. No more
explicit commitments are likely at this stage.

| 25
CY XNO, 4 -

& =

4

[ 3

| | 25X1 v
Approved For : = 00010001-0




a4

Approved For.ease 2004/03/17 : CIA-RDP79B01 73'01 900010001-0

"
‘COURSE Enemy Initiated Incidents
'of 'I'he 000 HARASSMENT AND TERRORISM ONLY
[ 800
in
VIETNAM 600
1968 .
400
Enemy Initiated Attacks -
300
| 111 111l 121
250 APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
200 1967 weekly average 435
150
100 Friendly and Enemy Forces Killed in Actior
5,552
50 5,000
1] 4,000
APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
1967 weekly average 48 3,000
) ..
Heavy Weapons Fire in DMZ Area 2,000
' TOTAL ARTILLERY ROCKET AND MORTAR ROUNDS
t 700 1,000
600
0 SR SREAR NI
500 APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DJEC
100 1967 VC/NVA weekly average 1,690
1967 US/GVN/FWF weekly average 446
300
200 Deployment of Enemy Forces from the North*
100 15,000 -
0 N T
APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DE3 12,000
Originated across DMZ ~ memem .
Originated within DMZ  wewmn 9,000
Unknown positions e 4 Wk. Moving Average
va
6,000
3,000
Information as of 14 September 1968
X1 0 SUSERSNNE
APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV CEC
*This graph does not depict the arrival of enemy infiltrators in
92065 9-68 CIA .
South Vietnam
-
"o

Approved For Release 2004/03/17 : CIA-RDP79B01737A001900010001-0




25X1 Approved For Release 2004/03/17 : CIA-RDP79B01737A001900010001-0

Approved For Release 2004/03/17 : CIA-RDP79B01737A001900010001-0



; : N 900010001-0 ¥
Approved For Iﬁase 200 37“01 p5X

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
J9 CGetober 1968
Trends in the Vietnam Problem

The Military Situation

1. A& low level of enemy activity was 2gein reflected
in this week's battle statistics; nearly every category
showed & decline from the previous week. Stepped up shell-
ings of remote allied installations in the western bighlands
and in the provinces near Saigon probably were staged by
local and guerrilla forces in an effort to maintain at least
limited preesure while Communist mzin force units continued
to rest and refit,

25

X. Additional evidence of Communist plans to resume
major affensive operations was algo picked up this week.
Most indications point toward early November a2s the starting
point for this year's winter-spring campaign.

| 25
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25X1

CERTRAL INYELLIGENCE AGEXRCY
11 geptember 1968
Trends in the Vietnam Problem

Military Developments

1. After a relatively slow week, the pace of Communist military
activity in South Vietnam 1s again picking up, especially in III Corps.
Bad weather in the northern previnces and allied spoiling operations
have hampered enemy activity elsewhere, but most Communist main force
unite still seem intent on further offensive activity. Major elements
are preparing for combat south of the Demilitarized Tome and near the
major cities of coastal I Corps. Up to three enemy regiments continue
to pose a threat to Duc Lap and the provincial capital of Ban Me Thuot
in Southwestern II Corps. There zppears to be no imminent threat to
Saigon, even though small-scale probes and renewed shellings could
come 8t 2ny time. Terrorism in the capital has been stepped up
sharply, as well as in some rural areas of the country.

The Political Picture

2. The Paris talks took a potentially =zignificant turn during
the past week with the initiation of secret discussions between the
top principals of the two sides. Le Duc Tho's initial presentation
last Saturday offered no grounds for optimism that the Communists
are prepared to compromise their stand on the bombing issue. Instead,
Tho zeemed determined in this new environment to convince the US that
the war can only be concluded if the US makes concessions,.

2. The North Vietnsmese agreement to hold such talks regularly
and the general scenario for them, outlined by Tho and Xuan Thuy, how-
ever, suggest the Communists may be moving toward more frank and wide-
ranging exchanges than have occurred to date. Tho's statement that
"tens of thousands” of Vietnamese who went North after 1954 have re-
turned to fight in South Vietnam is a much more explicit admission on
this issue than anything Banoi has said before. His statement that he
will first spell out Communist views and that the US should then present
its ideas for a '"general settlement" at least suggests 3 readiness to
begin grappling with thorny political issues even before a bombing
cessation. A few more sessions will be required, however, before it is
apparent whether the Communists are ready to tip their hand a bit or
whether they are simply planning to sit out the talks until after the
elections,
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25X1

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
4 September 1968
Trends in the Vietnam Problem

Military Developments

1. Enemy forces continued efforts to sustain their offensive
during the past week with a number of mortar and rocket attacks and
ground assaults. Despite widespread indications that major attacks
nmight occur sgainst some of the primary urban terrgets, no such at-
tacks were forthcoming. There is conaziderable evidence that sllied
operationg thwarted enemy attack plans in several key areas.

2. The Communists still seem bent on pressing their offensive
in selected urban areas when and where they can. Extensive enenmy
reconnaissance has been detected recently in the immediate vicinity
of Ssigon and si eable Communist units continue to thresten other
known Communist objectives. The available evidence suggests that
the Communists are trying to wage a prolonged campaign characteri ed
by widespread shellings snd attempts st ground assaults in and around
key urbsan targets.

2., Infiltration groups entering the pipeline in August spyear
to be down substantially from preceding months; in fsct, up until
now we have no record of sny groups departing since 10 August. The
infermation on August infiltration 18 probably incomplete as yet,
however. Thus no conclusive judgment on the total number or on the
significance of the infiltration pattern is possible now.

The Political Picture

4., The only significant North Vietnamese development on negotia-
tions during the week was made in the course of Premier Pham Van Dong's
lengthy National Day speech on 2 September. In detailing Communist
terms for a settlement, the Premier said that the US must 'recogni.e
and talk™ with the Liberation Front about preblems in South Vietnsm.
This language is reminiscent of sarlier Communist demands thet the
Front be recogni ed as the "sole” representative of the South
Vietnsmese, but the Premier avoided such categorical terms, He also
omitted the frequent demand that a settlement must be in accordance
with the Pront's progren or that the Soutk Vietnamese had to settle
thelr own affairs without "foreign" interference.
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

28 August 1968
Trends in the Yiitnam Problen
Military Developments

1. The scope of the current enemy offensive activity expanded
into the cenmtral znd northern part of South Vietpan during the past
week, before beginning a gradual decline to a point where noc major
nev Communist thrusts have been launched during the past few days.
The pattern of the sttacks followed closely the strategy applied
during the initial assaults northwest of Saigon and in the deltes in
which the Communists operated with considerably greater deliberaticn
and economy of force than in the offensive rounds early in May and
st Tet.

n. Whether the relatively light action so far will be succeeded
by heavy asszults against primary urban targets such as Saigon and
the northern coastnl cities is still uncertain. It iz clear that the
Communists still hope to hit these targets hard in the current round
and are still attempting to position forces for the attacks. Allied
counteroperations, however, have heen very suceessful so far in
blocking the enemy from major asttacks and may force the Communists
to postpone at lesst temporarily their effort.

The Political Picture

5. While their military offensive unfolded, the Communists
continued to mark time in Paris, apparently swaiting clarificption
of domestic political developments in the US and the impact on
American policy of the current military sction in Vietnam. There
was no give svident in the Communists’ position in either the
public or privste contacts between US and North Vietnamese negotis-
tors in Paris this week. In a private conversstion on 26 August,
the Hanol representatives again displayed no interest in the
American two-phase formula on a halt to the bombing.

CY NOC,
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGERCY
21 August 1968

Trends in the ¥ietnam Problen

Military Developments

1. The series of Communigt attaeks launched during the past
week appear to be preliminary rounds in a larger Communist offensive
which has been in preparation for the past two monthe. Vieinamese
Communist propaganda i3 still playing recent attacks in low key and
has not tried to portray current efforts as part of the so-called

ive. ! |
Communis TCcos
attack preparations in many areas and thut major offensive actions

will be sttempted in several parts of the country in the near future.

v ywi

munlst activity in the past vuek has fallen voll short of an all~
out effort, probably in part because of allied counter-operations,
and because of enemy attempts to achieve s better stage of combat
readiness than in past offensives. Hanoi probably hopes, however,
that even limited aitacks will have an important political impact

in demonstrating that strong Communist forces are still in the field
and capable of offensive action.

The Political Picture

3, The Communists added nothing new to their political stance
in the past week. The upsurge of fighting in Scuth Vietnam and the
continued absence of Communist interest in substantive discussions
in Paris, even after Le Duc Tho's returr, reinforced esarlier indi-
cations that Hanol has lost hope of obtaining U8 concessions on the
bombing is=sue in the near future.

4. 1In another secret session with Ambassador Vance on 19 August,
Ha Van Lau tock a totally uncompromising line. His approach suggests
that Hanoi is not prepared at this point for any serious discussion
of the US two-phase package approach to the bombing issue. The
Communists appear to have concluded that they must demonstrate an
ability to frustrate US objectives in South Vietnam through stepped
:p military activity before they can hope to obtain US concessions
n Paris.

—Copy Ro. 4
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEXCY
14 August 1988

Trends in the Vietnam Prohlen

Yilitary Developuments

1. The pattern of enemy-initiated uilitary activity and
offensive preparations during the past week remsined susentially
unchanged. Communist forees continued to avoid major ehgaga-
ments throughout most of South Vietnaw, 21though the week saw a
number of sizeable allied-inttinted battles and ® battalion-size
cnemy attack in northwesteyn IIY Coyps .

2. Indicatiens of enewy preparations for a major country-
side offorsive continued to accumulate. The plrrned offensive
apparently has encountersd repeated delays, but attacks azminat
zany targeis could begin at any time. Intelligence reporting
during the past week suggesits, however, that the Compunists
hope to initiate country-wide attacks on or ghortly after
18 Augus=t.

The Pclitical Picture

2. Current Compunist political action seems deszigned in
part to orchestrate s period of steppsd-up enemy military
pressure, At the 14 August session ef the Paris talks, chief
negotintor Xuan Thuy appeared to take the position that the
Communists were now free te proceed with major military asction
8ince the US had failed to take advantage of their recent
‘reatraint”. According to Thuy, the US hasm clearly seon
Hanoi's “good will" and "thus has had a good opportunity” to
find a2 way toward peace,

4. Msanwhile, Le Duc The's return to Paris suggests
that any renewal of could be accowpanied by
overtures, or at least
ing issue. Moreover, although Hamoi appears to have rebuilt
its combat posture in the South, it probably eould hold baek
the firal attack orders if $t believed the action would be
advantsgzeous.

Topy KO, 4
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25X1

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
7 August 1968 Cy No. &

Trends in the Vietnam Problem

Military Developments

1. Enemy-initiated rilitary activity remained relatively
light during the past week as Communist forces continued prepara-
tions for a new round of coffensive actions, Intelligence
reporting does not provide firm indications of the timing and
scope of forthcoming offensive operations, but most evidence
still points toward a renewed Communist drive in several parts
of South Vietnam around the middle of August.

2. The Communists seem bent on mounting new attacks on
Saigon. Any early offensive against Saigon is likely to be
limited to a few key targets and accompanied by strong rocket
and mortar attacks. The Communists have adequate forces in the
vicinity of the capital for such an effort, which probably would
be paralleled by large-scale operations in other parts of the
country.

The Political Picture

3. Horth Vietnam's political stance reinforces indications
that the Communists are on the verge of another major offensive
in South Vietnam. Hanoi appears to have concluded that the
ifonolulu conference and last week's statements by Presidert
Johnson and Secretary Rusk mean its efforts to extract unilateral
US concessions have failed. North Vietnamese propaganda argues
that the US is still bent on a military solution to the war and
implies that additional Communist military pressure is necessary.
Ha Van Lau avoided this implication in a secret sessiop with
Ambassador Vance on 3 August, but his remarks offered no hope
that Hanoi is ready to make any meaningful concessions on the
US two-phase proposal for a bombing halt.

4. There are no firm indications of how the Communists
plan to move next. It is clear, however, that Hanol wanted the
military lull to be interpreted as a response to US demands for
Communist military restraint. Soviet Ambassador Zorin's conver-
sation with Harriman and Vance on 2 August strengthens the
conclusion that Hanoi was hopeful that its military posture in
the past month and a half would help obtain US concessions.

Ha Van Lau's comments to wWashington Post correspondent Murray
Marder suggest that ilanoi ncw wants to foster an impression that
the US has failed to respond to a period of Communist "restraint”
and that the US will be responsible for any subsequent intensifi-
cation of the war.
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The tempo of enemy-initiated military activity picked up somewhat in
; .
i ' several areas during the week ending 27 July. Harassing rocket and mortqug 3
ir . ) ;‘v‘@"b"' ’
f; attacks and small-scals ground probes against allied installations occurred
A in all four corps areas. The overall pattern, however, continued to
N reflect a general low-Tevel of enery military activity{ The current
fl : disposition of main force Communisf units suggests that any widespread;
-
'ﬁ coordinated offensive is unlikely before mid to late Aupust, However, .
k- -
i< major localized actions seem likely in several separate areas be fore
g
-
r : thﬁn.
o
f? . Although the current 1ull can still be explained largely by military
i !
‘ i conaldarationn, 1t ham jmcome inoreasingly apparent Lhat llanol wishea the ‘
N ' : : )
g : , lull--particularly the cessation of rockeat attacks on Saigon--to be B
E interpreted as a response to US demands for de-escalation. While main-
(3 f
i ,
gj taining in public that the concept of restraint is unacceptable’és long
[
3 P :
' Lo -~ as the bombing continues, the North Vietnamase have poirt edly linked their :°
: { ;13’ cessation of attacke on Saigon with "intensified" US air raids in private .,
) I T
(j o conversations with Harraman and Vance,
x:.:-';. ,
b |
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